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March 11,2008

Arlene J. Mulder

Mayor, Village of Arlington Heights

Cheitperson, 0" Harg Noiee Compatibility Comemission
P.0. Box 1126

Des Plaings, 1L 60017-1126

Dear Meyor Malder:

Thank you for your Janmary 21 letter to Acting Federal Avistion Admizistration (FAA)
Admintstrator Lynoe Qsmus, expressing your interest {1y a re-exammation of metrics
currently used t assess aireralt noise in order to ensure that they appropristely eccount

-for frequency of flights and annoyancs to residents around airports.

First, I warit4o thank you and the O"Hare Noise Compatibility Commission for your
support of the Next Gereration Air Transportation Jystess (NextOen), your eugagement
in FAA's Center of Excelisnco—the Partnership for Alr Trnsponiation Nofse and
Emissions Reduction {PARTNER). and your coliaborative approach with gther
stakehioldars to Teduce the impact of aircraft nofse in the commimities sumyunding
Q'Haze [ntemarional Afrport,

The FAA is keanly aware that sireraft noise sominues to affeet airport communities
gespite large reductions in noiss sxposue over the Jast several decades. While decades
of research thronghout the world continue L show that copmunity annoyancs from
cumulative naiss energy exposure correlates well with the duy/night average soupd level
(DNL), we zgrae thae it is timely to undertske a hew systematic review.

PARTNER hes initisted ressarch to investigate gojse metrics that best comrelete with
Tmen response to noize exposure. We st FAA sre pregently developing the
cotmprehensive research effort neaded to defEnitively sstablish new or updated
relationships between noise exposure metrics and the heakth and welfare Impacts of nolse.
At the same time, we are pursuing plane to enable earlicr matwrstion of now aircrsft noise
reduction technologies through our proposed Continuous Low Emissions, Energy, and
Noise {CLEEN) initiative. As you know, being able to move forward with that initiative
is dependent on appropristion of fmds, We also remain actively anpased in
detponstrating and implementing low noise operational procedurss,



We laok forwerd to working with you 29 we prursus the rssearch needed io znswer your
concerns regarding sivoral noise mettlcs and impacts, Plates do not hesitats to contact
ma or Catl Burleson if you have firther euiestions or soncstns. Thenk you again for your
positive contribution in fostering both dialogue and solutions important for communities
e the wviation Industsy.

Sincerely,

Nancy D. LoBue |

Anting Assistant Administrater for Aviation Policy,
Planning and Environment



